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Why do bees swarm?
Swarming is part of the natural reproduction of bee colonies.
By moving on with a swarm of workers, the old queen bee
can ensure that there is an established hive with a colony of
workers to care for the needs of her new queen.
It is not uncommon for people to view a bee swarm with fear,
however if the bee swarm is left alone, they will not sting and
will generally keep to themselves.
In spring or in warm weather, the swarm will leave the hive,
and cluster in one place to protect the queen while the
workers search for a new home. In most instances unless
there is rain, the swarm will move on to continue the search
for a new home.
Some precautions that should be taken include:
·

Do not hose, throw rocks at, or smoke the swarm.
This will make removal by a pest control operator difficult
and may encourage the bees to sting in defence.

·

Keep children and pets away from the swarm.

·

Keep clear of the swarm or cluster so as not to disturb it.

·

Wear foot wear outside to avoid being inadvertently sting
by bees that may settle on the ground.

What if bees are causing a problem?
The City of Cockburn (Local Government) Local Laws 2000
prohibit the keeping of bees that cause a nuisance.
Where such a nuisance is apparent or a hive is adversely
affecting the amenity of an area, a notice may be served on
the owner or occupier specifying the removal of the bees
within a specified time. Failure to comply with a direction to
remove bees is an offence.
If you find a swarm or native bees nesting on your property
that you wish to have removed, it is best to arrange for an
apiarist (bee keeper) or a licensed pest controller to remove
or treat the bees nest and ensure that the colony is correctly
removed.
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BEE SWARMS AND HIVES CUSTOMER SERVICE REQUESTS
If a bee swarm or hive is causing you problems, it may
constitute a nuisance and a service request to the City’s Health
Services can be made.
A Service Request Form regarding the alleged nuisance
must be completed. A ‘Record of Events’ sheet is also
available for you to keep an accurate record of the above
details.
When investigating your health service request, your district
Environmental Health Officer will consider;
· the nature of the problem,
· the frequency of the occurrence; and
· the views of any other people affected.
Investigation of nuisances often reveals that the person
causing the nuisance was unaware that a problem existed.
In this case, you may well be able to resolve the matter by a
personal approach to your neighbour.

KEEPING BEES
Residents are not permitted to keep a beehive in a residential
area or a resource zone without the written approval of Council
or an authorised Council Officer.
No more that 2 hives may be kept on a residential lot. However,
approval may be granted for more than 2 hives on a lot that is
not zoned residential.
Restrictions on the Keeping of Bee Hives
Subject to the issue of an approval to keep bees, a person shall
not keep or permit the keeping of bees in a hive unless, at all
times:
·

·

·

an adequate and permanent supply of water is provided
on the lot within 10 meters of the hive or a lesser
distance if a potential water supply is available on
another lot less than 10 meters away;
the hive is kept:
(i) outside, and at least 10 meters from, any building
other than a fence;
(ii) at least 10 meters from any footpath, street, right of
way or public place; and
(iii) at least 5 meters from the boundary of the lot; and
the hive is enclosed on all sides by a fence, wall or other
enclosure.

For further assistance and information, please contact the
City’s Health Service on 9411 3589.

