Speech by Mayor Logan K Howlett, JP
City of Cockburn
Australia Day Coogee Beach Festival
Thursday 26 January, 2019
___________________________________________________________________
Kaya, Wonju Wonju Beeliar Boodjar
(Hello, Welcome to the land of the Beeliar people)
and to the City of Cockburn’s Australia Day Coogee Beach Festival.
On behalf of Council, I thank Marie Taylor for the ‘Welcome to Country’ and her
sharing of aspects of the Nyungar culture that reflect the importance of the land in
which we live and the need to protect and promote the natural beauty of Beeliar
Boodjar (the land of the Beeliar People).
I acknowledge the Whadjuk People of the Nyungar Nation as the Traditional
Custodians of the land on which we are gathered today and I pay respect to their
Elders both past and present.
I extend that respect to Indigenous Australians who are with us today, and in
particular, members of the City’s Aboriginal Reference Group.
I welcome our special guests today including:


My wife Patricia;



Mrs Marie Taylor, Nyungar Elder who presented today’s ‘Welcome to Country’;



Members of the City’s Aboriginal Reference Group;



Professor Fiona Wood AM, Australia Day Ambassador and world renowned
plastic surgeon. She was named Australian of the Year[3] for 2005 by Australian
Prime Minister John Howard at a ceremony in Canberra to mark Australia Day.
She is an Australian Living Treasure. In 2005, Professor Wood won the Western
Australia Citizen of the Year award for her contribution to Medicine in the field of
burns research.



Ladies and gentlemen, girls and boys.

The City of Cockburn has had a Reconciliation Action Plan since 2011.
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As part of our Reconciliation Action Plan we focus on Respect for the local Nyungar
people and for an understanding of the culture and history of the broader Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander communities.
Today, Australia Day, we acknowledge that some people have mixed feelings about
celebrating this day.
January 26th has different meanings for people – for some it is a day of celebrating
being Australian, for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders it can be a painful
reminder of the day that European people arrived on this land and began the
process of colonization and the resulting negative impact on their culture, language,
family and community.
The National Australia Day Council has stated that our national day can be a time
where we ‘celebrate and mourn at the same time and we can honour all that is great
about Australia and being Australian, remember the sufferings and our
shortcomings; and commit to build a more cohesive and inclusive nation’.
The City of Cockburn also commits to this on this day.
I want you to take some time and think about how fortunate we are to be here today
celebrating with family and friends in a diverse and multi-cultural community that
embraces our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander history, heritage and culture and
that of those who have come here over time from the four corners of the Earth to
make this, the place they call, home.
Today is an ideal time for everyone to join the conversation and reflect on our shared
histories, contributions and achievements as a tolerant and progressive society.
During my 45 years as a resident of Cockburn and serving as your Mayor for the
past ten years, I have seen the rapid growth of our City to where it has a population
of 115,000 and growing to 170,000 or more in coming years.
We are a progressive community that is taking steps to reconcile our past and to
embrace our future for the benefit of all Australians.
We have come a long way, and although there is still much to be done, we have
demonstrated an ongoing commitment to moving forward and creating a place that
people are proud to call home.
Today I will welcome nearly 100 new citizens to our City who will make their pledge
to Australia and its people.
I have the pleasure of welcoming these new citizens into our community and seeing
first-hand the pride it brings them to call Australia home and themselves becoming
‘Australians’ citizens for the first time.
Today’s event continues to be a day to reflect on our achievements and recommit to
making this country a great place to live for many generations to come.
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I look around me and am grateful that my grandchildren will be a part of a national
community that is diverse, welcoming, and respectful of all cultures.
It gives me great pleasure to know that we are creating a legacy where people can
live happily and peacefully alongside each other and openly share this great nation
of ours with newcomers from the four corners of the Earth.
On behalf of the City of Cockburn I trust that you enjoy today’s events; and
remember how lucky we all are to call ourselves Australians?
Happy Australia Day!
Thank you.
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Australia Day Ambassador 2019
Professor Fiona Wood AM
Australian of the Year 2005
Burns Expert
Professor Fiona Wood’s journey of over 3 decades
treating people with burn injuries is a story about her
passion, dedication and belief in striving for excellence
to improve the outcomes of patients by bringing science
to the bedside.
Fiona is a Plastic & Reconstructive Surgeon specialising
in the field of burn care, trauma and scar reconstruction.
As Director of the WA Burns Service of Western
Australia she is consultant at Perth Children’s and Fiona
Stanley Hospitals.
As director of burns research she leads an
interdisciplinary team with broad collaboration focused
on translation to improve clinical outcomes.
She has been the recipient of the 2003 Australian
Medical Association ‘Contribution to Medicine’ Award
and an Order of Australia Medal for work with Bali
bombing victims. As a National Living Treasure and
Australian Citizen of the Year in 2004. she received the
honour of being named Australian of the Year in 2005.
Fiona and Marie Stoner, co-founders of Clinical Cell
Culture, now Avitamedical, won the 2005 Clunies Ross
Award for their contributions to Medical Science in
Australia
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