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Media Release

15 September 2023

Cockburn ARC Wins Aquatic Safety Award 
Cockburn ARC has been awarded two awards at the recent Leisure Institute of Western Australia (LIWA) Conference, recognising the impressive efforts of the centre in leading the industry in pool safety. Presented on behalf of Royal Life Saving Western Australia, these accolades acknowledge both the team and individual efforts.  

A key component of the award was acknowledging the successful roll out of a new industry leading Pool Safety Assessment that has yielded impressive results. Cockburn ARC implemented the pilot of the program, which was so successful it has now been implemented across the state. 

Sarahjayne Westberg, Cockburn ARC’s Infrastructure & Operations Coordinator, received the individual Safety Award in recognition of her successful implementation of the pilot assessment program in the centre. Her dedication to the program saw Cockburn ARC achieve an exceptional overall safety rating of 98.41% out of 100%. 

Ms Westberg said, “We are incredibly proud to be setting the industry benchmark in Western Australia in safety for aquatic facilities. We are thrilled to be making such a significant impact in our community.”

The safety assessment aligns closely with the criteria outlined in the Guidelines for Safe Pool Operations and the Department of Health Code of Practice for the Design, Construction, Operation, Management and Maintenance of Aquatic Facilities.  The Pool Safety Assessment comprises a series of questions that assesses both WA specific and national safety and compliance standards.

On the successful rollout, Ms Westberg said, “This milestone reflects the significant progress we have made in enhancing pool safety assessment measures for aquatic facilities throughout Western Australia. In our commitment in preventing drowning and promoting water safety, we are confident that the improved Pool Safety Assessment will play an integral role in ensuring the safety of all pool users”.
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