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CITY OF COCKBURN








AGENDA TO BE PRESENTED TO THE SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY, 24 FEBRUARY 1998 AT 7:30 P.M.

















1.	APPOINTMENT OF PRESIDING MEMBER  [IF REQUIRED]














2.	PUBLIC ADDRESS SESSION











3.	APOLOGIES & LEAVE OF ABSENCE





Clr L. Humphreys	-	Apology


Clr J. McNair		-	Apology








4.	WRITTEN DECLARATION OF FINANCIAL INTEREST














 5.	PURPOSE OF MEETING





5.1	(SCM2/98) - To receive a report on the Packham Urban Development Area - Administration of Public Open Space Contributions to be presented by Council's Solicitor, Mr Denis McLeod





5.2	(SCM2/98) - To receive the report on the Cockburn Community Needs Study and presentation by the Consultants.














 6.	(SCM2/98) - Packham Urban Development Area - Administration of Public Open Space Contributions (9235)(SR)





RECOMMENDATION


That Council resolve to :-





receive the report presented by Council’s Solicitor, Mr Denis McLeod;





write to the Minister for Planning with a request that urgent consideration be given to amending section 20c of the Town Planning and Development Act, in accordance with the recommendation of Council’s Solicitor;   and





require the Chief Executive Officer to assess the options and recommendations contained in the Report of Council’s Solicitor, with a view to preparing a Report to a future Council meeting with recommendations on how to resolve or clarify the outstanding matters.


�
�



COUNCIL DECISION


That Council :


�
�






Background





At the Special Council Meeting held on 4th December 1997 Council resolved to authorise the Chief Executive Officer to liaise with Council’s Solicitors to investigate and address all associated issues, following which a full report be prepared and submitted for further consideration by Council through Council’s Solicitors.





At the Council meeting of the 20th January 1998, a background report was provided. The report included a file chronology, a financial summary of Council’s 20C fund for Packham  and a letter from Urban Focus dated 23rd December 1997.





A meeting was held between the Chief Executive Officer, Director Planning & Development, the Minister for Planning and a representative of the WAPC on the 12th February 1998 to discuss a possible amendment to Section 20C of the Town Planning Development Act.





�
The Chief Executive Officer arranged for the Local Government Department to conduct an independent process audit of the 1995 public open space payment.  This audit has been completed and is anticipated that a report from the Local Government Department will be circulated to Councillors prior to the Special Council Meeting.











Submission





N/A








Report





The report from Council’s Solicitors, McLeod & Co, is provided in hard copy together with a financial summary of Council’s Section 20C fund for the Packham Urban Development Area and a copy of the letter from Urban Focus previously provided to Councillors.








Strategic Plan/Policy Implications





N/A





Budget/Financial Implications





N/A








 7.	(SCM2/98) - Community Needs Survey (1027) (DG)





RECOMMENDATION


That Council resolve to:





receive the Cockburn Community Needs Study document as prepared and presented by The Marketing Centre;�


endorse the findings of the Study as the basis upon which Council’s Corporate Strategic Plan is to be reviewed;  and�


ensure the survey results are used as a guide to assist in prioritising and developing organisational strategies to address those issues identified in the Study as being of greatest importance and significance to the community.


�
�






COUNCIL DECISION


That Council :


�
�






Background





In September 1997, The Marketing Centre successfully tendered for the right to undertake a Community Needs Survey on behalf of the City of Cockburn.





A Working Group, comprising Councillors, Senior Council Staff and representatives of The Marketing Centre, then proceeded to design the questionnaire which was ultimately used in surveying a total of 1000 residents and business contacts throughout the district, distributed equitably between all Wards.





Following the collection and processing of the completed data, the Working Group again liaised with the Consultants to receive initial feedback and assist in the presentation of the Final Report to Council.








Submission





It is considered that the Study should be applied by Council in the identification of priorities for its future strategic planning and budgeting processes, in order for Council to be seen to be responding to what is conclusive and unbiased information provided by a substantial sample of the community.








Report





The research covered, though was not limited to, the following areas :-





Prioritisation of interests and concerns of the community and how the Council is seen to perform relative to these.





Identify current and future needs of the community and the relative importance of these.





Concerns and aspirations for the future of the City, including planning issues.





The level of awareness and usage of Council services and facilities, the level of satisfaction with these and the improvements sought.





The issue of communication and how best to communicate with the residents and rate payers.





The adequacy of services such as recreational services, arts and cultural facilities, libraries etc.





The level of awareness and understanding of local government in terms of voting representation, Council decision making etc and how this knowledge can be enhanced.





In designing the research programme, the following issues were considered :-





The sample was representative of the whole of the community, rather than those who are specifically interested in local government issues.  Hence the consultants used a range of direct contact methods, such as telephone and face to face interviews.  In this way, it was not dependent on people choosing whether or not to participate in the survey as is often the case with mail surveys.





While the sample was large and comprehensive, it also provided self completion questionnaires for those people who made enquiries as a result of either seeing newspaper advertisements or enquiries through Council, thus allowing them to participate in the survey.





It was considered that both the residential and business communities should be adequately represented in the sample.  Hence, a sample of 200 businesses were surveyed as this is a robust and adequate sample enabling analysis to be undertaken by business category.





There was an equal sample of respondents from each ward, thereby ensuring that there is an adequate sub-sample in each ward to analyse the results for that ward in detail.  The sample was then weighted back according to the business/residential population in each ward when looking at aggregate responses for the whole local government area.





The 1996 Census revealed that there are just under 3% of people living in the City of Cockburn, who do not speak English well or at all.  A further 4.6% say they speak the language reasonably well.  There was concern that these people may have trouble with the survey and therefore, provision was made for these people to be interviewed in their home by a trained interviewer who speaks their language.





The final document will be presented by the Consultants, thus providing Council with an opportunity for any relevant issues to be discussed and raised.








Strategic Plan/Policy Implications





Strategic Plan Items 1.14.1; 3.2.1 refer.








Budget/Financial Implications





Consultant fees provided in current budget (A/C 500745)











8.	CLOSING





SCM 24/2/98
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