CITY OF COCKBURN











AGENDA PAPER TO THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY, 19 AUGUST, 1997 AT 7:30 PM











1.	appointment OF PRESIDING MEMBER (if required)











2.	PUBLIC ADDRESS SESSION AND DEPUTATIONS











3.	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 





	3.1	Ordinary Meeting of Council - 15/7/97


	3.2	Special Meeting of Council - 21/7/97





	





4.	APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE











5.	ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA











6.	WRITTEN DECLARATIONS OF FINANCIAL INTEREST











7.	DEPUTATIONS











8.	COUNCIL MATTERS





	8.1	Strategic & Policy Committee Report 5/8/97 (1055)


	8.2	Community Development Committee Report 12/8/97 (1052)


	8.3	Special Strategic & Policy Committee Report 13/8/97 (1055)





	8.4	LEAVE OF ABSENCE - COUNCILLOR HOWLETT  (RWB)  (1705)





	Background





	N/A





	Submission





	Councillor Howlett has sought Leave of Absence for the period 19 � 22 August, 1997 due to business commitments.





	Report





	N/A





	Strategic Plan / Policy Implications





	N/A





	Budget / Financial Implications





	N/A





	RECOMMENDATION





	That Council resolve to grant Councillor L K Howlett Leave of Absence from 19 to 22 August, 1997.











8.5	UDIA WA 1997 STATE CONFERENCE  (RWB)  (1027)





	Background





	Council’s Policy A5.12 Attendance at Conferences provides that where more than one Councillor nominates to attend a Conference at which a staff member is attending, or overnight accommodation is required, that the proposal be placed before Council for a decision.





	Submission





	The Urban Development Institute of Australia (WA Division) 1997 State Conference is being held at The Vines Resort September 11 to 15.





	A nomination has been received from Deputy Mayor Battalis and Councillor Pecotic.  The date for Councillors to advise the Administration of their intention to attend is 19 July.





	Report





	An officer of Council will be attending.





	Strategic Plan / Policy Implications





	N/A





	Budget / Financial Implications





	The cost of attending per delegate is


		


Registration�
$420.00�
�
Accommodation per night�
$128.00�
�
Additional Costs payable in accordance with Council’s Policy�
�
�



Funds are available in Members Conference Account.





RECOMMENDATION


That Council resolve that Councillors ……………………………. attend the 1997 State Conference of the Urban Development Institute of Australia including accommodation.


	





9.	ADMINISTRATION





9.1	PROPOSED COUNCIL POLICY - RESEARCH / STUDY VISITS  (DMG)  (1030)





		Background





	Council often sends delegates to Conferences interstate and overseas on issues which are of interest to the community.  On such occasions, the opportunity often arises for research visits to be undertaken on specific projects which may be occurring within a short distance of the Conference location.





	In addition, there may be occasions when issues of direct interest to Council are made aware to Council at short notice.





	It is suggested that Council adopts a Policy which allows the Chief Executive Officer to consider proposals from officers and/or Councillors representing the City to extend their stay in order to undertake a visit or tour to another location to obtain further information relative to items of identified interest.  Also, it is proposed the Chief Executive Officer be given authority to approve such visits, even if the timing does not coincide with a Conference attendance, provided the issue can be identified as one vital to the interests of the City of Cockburn and that site visitation is essential to the purpose of gaining information.





	Report





	By adopting a Policy position on this issue, Council will validate the incurring of any expenditure which, otherwise, may be placed under undue scrutiny, and allow for flexible administration of such processes.





	Strategic Plan / Policy Implications





	New Policy proposed





	Budget / Financial Implications





	Costed against recurrent Conference expenditure.





	RECOMMENDATION





	That Council adopts the following Policy A5.21





	A5.21 APPROVAL OF RESEARCH / STUDY VISITS





	That Council supports the principle of enabling representatives of the City of Cockburn to attend research or study visits to gather information which will enhance Council in fulfilling its corporate goals.





	Such visits will, wherever possible, coincide with the attendance of Council delegates at Conferences and the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) will have the authority to consider and, where appropriate, approve of an extension of time to delegates attending such Conferences for a period of time necessary to allow the gathering of information.  In cases where an item of interest is brought to the attention of the CEO and which does not coincide with a Conference being attended by Council representatives, nor is it possible to have the matter formally considered by Council because of time constraints, the CEO is authorised to approve the attendance of Council representatives to undertake a research visit on Council’s behalf, subject to the identification of available funding within the Budget framework.








COUNCIL DECISION








9.2	ROTTNEST ISLAND VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE (1563)  (JJ) (ATTACH)





Background





Council decision of 7 February 1995 (Minute No. 4869) (copy attached to the Agenda), established the Rottnest Island Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade. The conditions under which that was undertaken were that, no financial burden would be placed upon the City of Cockburn and that the Rottnest Island Authority would commit to the provision of such equipment, manpower, training and fire prevention to match the standards required by the Bush Fires Board and The City of Cockburn.  Further assurance was given that the Rottnest Island Authority would in no way attempt to devolve any of its  responsibility of fire prevention to the City of Cockburn.





Submission





That the Rottnest Island Authority have failed to meet their obligations to the City of Cockburn.





Report





This failure to meet their obligations has manifest itself by the continued lack of positive action in response to several Fire Audits conducted on the Island designed to bring their Fire Safety and Standards up to an acceptable level to meet basic standards of ‘Duty of Care’.   These Fire Audits have been conducted by three different agencies, namely The Bush Fires Board, Fire and Rescue WA and Councils own Chief Bush Fire Control Officer (Two Fire Audits and One Fire De-brief).





This has been further compounded by the official announcement on Friday 8 August 1997, that the Rottnest Island Authority will remove most of the Islands residents from the Island within six to twelve months thereby removing any possible resource base from which a Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade could operate, there is also the very likely prospect of prolonged industrial action being taken which would see Volunteers withdraw their services and that service obligation being a legal requirement upon the City of Cockburn. 





This failure to meet minimum standards of ‘Duty of Care’ to the Volunteers and the Public alike, now places the City of Cockburn in a position of legal obligation to provide those standards of ‘Duty of Care’.  This is obviously financially and logistically untenable and as such requires the immediate de-registration of the Rottnest Island Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade.





Once the Council de-registers the Brigade it can no longer be held responsible for any activity or legal requirement of either the Brigade or the Rottnest Island Authority.





It must be noted that the members of the Rottnest Island Brigade are in no way to blame for this predicament, on the contrary, they have continued to dedicate time and energy to the improvement of the service they provide.  As late as the 24 July 1997, training was being conducted on the Island by a combination of Bush Fires Board staff and City of Cockburn Trainer in readiness for the introduction of Breathing Apparatus onto the Island. At a meeting on 12 August 1997, the Rottnest Island Bush Fire Brigade voted unanimously, by secret ballot, witnessed by a Justice of the Peace, to withdraw their services,  however, in respect of the situation that would then place the City of Cockburn in, they have delayed the effective time and date of that motion until midnight on 19 August 1997.





Strategic Plan/Policy Implications





N/A





Budget/Financial Implications





N/A








RECOMMENDATION


That Council resolve to:-





(1)	Pursuant to Section 41(3) of the Bush Fires Act, 1954, (as amended), cancel the Registration of the Rottnest Island Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade as of midnight 19 August 1997.





(2)	Inform the Rottnest Island Authority of Councils decision.





(3)	Inform the Bush Fires Board of Western Australia of Councils decision.





(4)	Inform  the Members of the Rottnest Island Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade of Councils decision. 








		COUNCIL DECISION








10.	DEPUTATIONS AND PETITIONS














11.	motions of which previous notice has been given











12.	NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE FOLLOWING MEETING IF GIVEN DURING THE MEETING











13.	CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS











14.	CLOSING





�
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