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Special Council Meeting 
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Minutes 

In Attendance 

Elected Members 
Mayor L Howlett Presiding Member 
Deputy Mayor C Stone Central Ward 
Cr P Eva Central Ward 
Cr T Widenbar Central Ward 
Cr T Dewan East Ward 
Cr C Reeve-Fowkes East Ward 
Cr P Corke West Ward 
Cr M Separovich West Ward (Arrived 6.14pm) 

Staff 
Mr D Simms Chief Executive Officer 
Mr D Arndt Chief of Built and Natural Environment 
Mr A Lees A/Chief of Community Services 
Mr M Foley A/Chief of Operations 
Ms C Hanrahan A/Executive People Experience and Transformation 
Mr N Mauricio A/Chief Financial Officer 
Mr J Saraceni Head of Property and Assets  
Ms M Todd Manager Legal and Compliance 
Mr J Fiori Risk Coordinator (Departed 6.05) 
Ms S D'Agnone Council Minute Officer  

 

1. Declaration of Meeting 

The Presiding Member declared the meeting open at 6.00pm. 
 
“Kaya, Wanju Wadjuk Budjar” which means “Hello, Welcome to Wadjuk Land” 

The Presiding Member acknowledged the Nyungar People who are the traditional 
custodians of the land on which the meeting is being held and pay respect to the Elders 
of the Nyungar Nation, both past and present and extend that respect to Indigenous 
Australians who are with us tonight. 
 
The Presiding Member read the following disclaimer: 

This meeting is being recorded and streamed live on the Council’s website, in 
accordance with Council’s Live Streaming of Council Meetings Policy and can be 
viewed on Council’s website. 

All reasonable care is taken to maintain your privacy, however, as a visitor in the public 
gallery, your presence may be recorded. By remaining in the public gallery, it is 
assumed your consent is given if your image is broadcast.   
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2. Appointment of Presiding Member (when required) 

Nil 

 

3. Disclaimer 

The Presiding Member read the Disclaimer: 
 
Members of the public, who attend Council Meetings, should not act immediately on 
anything they hear at the Meetings, without first seeking clarification of Council's 
position.  
 
Persons are advised to wait for written advice from the Council prior to taking action 
on any matter that they may have before Council. 
 

4. Acknowledgement of Receipt of Written Declarations of 
Financial Interests and Conflict of Interest (by Presiding 
Member) 

Nil 

  

5. Apologies & Leave of Absence 

Leave of Absence 
Cr Carol Zhang 

Apologies 
Cr Kevin Allen 
Ms V Green, Executive Corporate Affairs 
Ms E Milne, Executive Governance and Strategy  

 

6. Public Question Time 

Nil   

 

7. Deputations  

 Nil 
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8. Declaration by Members Who have Not Given Due 
Consideration to Matters Contained in the Business 
Paper Presented before the Meeting 

  Nil 

 

9. Purpose of Meeting 

• To adopt the Compliance Audit Return (CAR) for the period of 1 January 
to 31 December 2023, for it to be submitted to the Department Local 
Government Sports and Cultural Industries by the statutory timeframe of 
31 March 2024, as required by Regulations 14 and 15 of the Local 
Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 (as amended) 

 

• Confidential Item -   
 

 

En Block Resolution 
 
6.04pm The following Item was carried by En Bloc Resolution of Council: 
 

10.1.1 Local Government Compliance Audit Return 2023 

 

6.05pm The Risk Coordinator departed the meeting and did not return. 
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10. Committee Reports  

10.1.1 (2024/MINUTE NO 0038) Local Government Compliance Audit 

Return 2023 

 
Officer Recommendation 
The Committee recommends Council: 

(1) ADOPTS the Local Government Compliance Audit Return 2023 for the 2023 
calendar year, presented as the attachment to this report, for adoption by 
Council; and 

(2) ACKNOWLEDGES that the Compliance Audit Return 2023 presented as the 
attachment to this report will be subsequently jointly certified by the Mayor and 
Chief Executive Officer for submission to the Department of Local Government, 
Sport and Cultural Industries.  

Committee Recommendation/Council Decision 
MOVED Cr P Corke SECONDED Cr C Reeve-Fowkes 
That Council: 

(1) Subject to an amendment to the comment for Finance item 1, to remove the word 
“not”, ADOPTS the Local Government Compliance Audit Return 2023 for the 
2023 calendar year, presented as the attachment to this report, for adoption by 
Council; and 

(2) ACKNOWLEDGES that the Compliance Audit Return 2023 presented as the 
attachment to this report will be subsequently jointly certified by the Mayor and 
Chief Executive Officer for submission to the Department of Local Government, 
Sport and Cultural Industries.  

CARRIED 7/0 

 
Background 

Pursuant to Regulations 14 and 15 of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 
1996, completion of the Local Government Compliance Audit Return (CAR) has 
been mandatory for all local governments in Western Australia since 2000. 

The Audit Risk and Compliance (ARC) Committee is required to review the CAR and 
is to report to Council the results of that review. 

The CAR is then required to be presented to the Council, adopted by the Council 
and recorded in the minutes if the meeting at which it is adopted. 

Report 

The Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 require every local government to 
carry out a Compliance Audit for the period 1 January to 31 December each year 
and to complete a CAR as produced by the Local Government, Sports and Cultural 
Industries (DLGSC).  
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The CAR is to be: 

• Reviewed by the Audit Committee 

• Presented to Council at a meeting of the Council 

• Adopted by the Council 

• Recorded in the minutes of the council meeting at which it is adopted.  
 
Pursuant to Regulation 14(3A) of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 the 
CAR 2023 is to be presented to, and reviewed by, a meeting of the ARC Committee, and 
the result of that review reported to a meeting of Council for adoption. 

Attachment 1 represents the CAR 2023 completed by City Officers, to be reviewed by the 
ARC Committee. The CAR 2023 was facilitated by the City’s Legal and Compliance 
Service Unit. 

The CAR 2023 did not identify any instances of non-compliance. 

After the CAR has been presented to and adopted by Council, a certified copy is to be 
signed by the Mayor and CEO for lodgement with DLGSC by 31 March 2024 together 
with the relevant section of the council minutes and any additional information explaining 
or qualifying the CAR. 

Following its adoption by Council, and pursuant to Regulations 14 and 15 of the Local 
Government (Audit) Regulations 1996, the City will submit the following documents to 
DLGSC by the 31 March 2023: 

• City of Cockburn CAR 2023 Certified Copy of Return for the period 1 January 2023 
to 31 December 2023, signed by the Mayor and Chief Executive Officer 

• Copy of the relevant section of the Council Minutes, confirming Council’s adoption of 
the CAR 2023. 

 
Strategic Plans/Policy Implications 

Listening & Leading 
A community focused, sustainable, accountable and progressive organisation. 
• Best practice Governance, partnerships and value for money. 
 
Budget/Financial Implications 

N/A 
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Legal Implications 

Regulations 14 and 15 of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 refer 

Community Consultation 

N/A 

Risk Management Implications 

Failure to adopt the recommendation will result in non-compliance with meeting the 
31 March 2024 deadline for the CAR statutory reporting requirements to the regulator, 
the DLGSC. 

Advice to Proponent(s)/Submitters 

N/A 

Implications of Section 3.18(3) Local Government Act 1995 

Nil 
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11. Confidential Business 

Meeting to Proceed Behind Closed Doors 

Council Decision 
MOVED Cr T Dewan SECONDED Cr P Eva 

That, pursuant to Section 5.23(2)(a) of the Local Government Act 1995, the 
Council meeting proceeds behind closed doors to consider Confidential Items 11.1 
and 11.2, the time being 6.12pm. 

CARRIED 5/2 

For: Cr P Eva, Cr T Widenbar, Cr T Dewan, Cr C Reeve-Fowkes, Cr P 
Corke 

Against: Mayor L Howlett and Deputy Mayor C Stone 

 
6.14pm Cr Separovich entered the meeting. 

11.1 (2024/MINUTE NO 0040) Confidential Service Report 

This report and its attachments are CONFIDENTIAL in accordance with Section 
5.23(2) (a) and (e)(ii) of the Local Government Act 1995, which permits the meeting 
to be closed to the public for business relating to the following: 

(a) a matter affecting an employee or employees. 

(e)(ii) a matter that if disclosed, would reveal information that has a commercial 
value to a person. 

Council Decision 
MOVED Cr T Widenbar SECONDED Cr P Corke 
That Council: 

(1) ADOPTS the actions agreed as specified in the Confidential Resolution. 

CARRIED 8/0 

 

11.2 (2024/MINUTE NO 0041) Confidential Service Matter 

This report and its attachments are CONFIDENTIAL in accordance with Section 
5.23(2) (e)(ii) of the Local Government Act 1995, which permits the meeting to be 
closed to the public for business relating to the following: 

(e)(ii) a matter that if disclosed, would reveal information that has a commercial 
value to a person. 

Council Decision 
MOVED Cr T Dewan SECONDED Cr T Widenbar 
That Council: 

(1) ADOPTS the actions agreed as specified in the Confidential Resolution. 

CARRIED 8/0 
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(2024/MINUTE NO 0042) Reopen Meeting to the Public 

Council Decision 
MOVED Cr C Reeve-Fowkes SECONDED Cr M Separovich 

That Council reopen the meeting to the public, the time being 7.22pm.  
CARRIED 8/0 

 
 

12. Resolution of Compliance 

(2024/MINUTE NO 0043) Council Decision 

MOVED Cr M Separovich SECONDED Cr C Reeve-Fowkes 
That Council is satisfied that resolutions carried at this Meeting and applicable to 
items concerning Council provided services and facilities, are:- 

(1) integrated and co-ordinated, so far as practicable, with any provided by the 
Commonwealth, the State or any public body; 

(2) not duplicated, to an extent Council considers inappropriate, services or 
facilities as provided by the Commonwealth, the State or any other body or 
person, whether public or private; and 

(3) managed efficiently and effectively. 
CARRIED 8/0 

 

 

13. Closure of Meeting 

There being no further business, the Presiding Member closed the meeting at 
7.23pm.  
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