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The Council of the City of Cockburn 

Audit Risk and Compliance Thursday, 17 March 2022 

Adjourned to Thursday 24 March 2022 

AGENDA 

1. Declaration of Meeting

2. Appointment of Presiding Member (If required)

3. Disclaimer (To be read aloud by Presiding Member)

Members of the public, who attend Council Meetings, should not act

immediately on anything they hear at the Meetings, without first seeking

clarification of Council's position. Persons are advised to wait for written

advice from the Council prior to taking action on any matter that they may

have before Council.

4. Acknowledgement of receipt of Written Declarations of
Financial Interests and Conflict of Interest (by Presiding
Member)

5. Apologies & Leave of Absence

Nil

6. Public Question Time

7. Confirmation of Minutes

7.1 Minutes of the Audit & Strategic Finance Committee Meeting - 
25/11/2021 

Recommendation 
That Committee confirms the Minutes of the Audit and Strategic Finance 
Committee Meeting held on Thursday, 25 November 2021 as a true and 
accurate record. 
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8. Deputations

9. Business Left Over from Previous Meeting (if adjourned)

Nil

10. Declaration by Members who have Not Given Due
Consideration to Matters Contained in the Business Paper
Presented before the Meeting

11. Built and Natural Environment

Nil

12. Finance

Nil

13. Operations

Nil

14. Community Services

Nil
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15. Governance and Strategy

15.1 Local Government Act Compliance Audit Return 2021 

Author(s) Emma Milne 

Attachments 1. Compliance Audit Return 2021 - Certified Copy of Return ⇩
2. Compliance Audit Return 2021 - Independent Auditor's Report

⇩

RECOMMENDATION 
The Committee recommends that Council: 

(1) RECEIVES the report;

(2) REVIEWS the Certified Copy of the City of Cockburn Compliance Audit Return
2021, for the period 1 January 2021 to 31 December 2021; and

(3) RECEIVES the City of Cockburn Compliance Audit Return 2021 Independent
Auditor's Report from Macri Partners.

Background 

Pursuant to Regulations 14 and 15 of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 
1996, completion of the Local Government Compliance Audit Return (CAR) has been 
mandatory for all local governments in Western Australia since 2000. 

Following good governance practice, the City of Cockburn (the City) has subjected 
the CAR 2021 to an external validation review before reporting to the Audit, Risk and 
Compliance (ARC) Committee on 17 March 2022. 

Submission 

N/A 

Report 

Pursuant to Regulation 14(3A) of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 the 
CAR 2021 is to be presented to, and reviewed by, a meeting of the ARC Committee, 
and the result of that review reported to a meeting of Council for adoption. 

Attachment 1 represents the CAR 2021 completed by City Officers, to be reviewed 
by the ARC Committee. 

Attachment 2 represents the Macri Partners Independent Auditor’s Report validating 
the CAR 2021 City Officers’ responses to questionnaires. 

Due to time constraints for submission of the CAR 2021 to the ARC Committee and 
Ordinary Council Meeting for adoption, before submitting to the Director General, 
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Department of Local Government, Sports and Cultural Industries (DLGSC), by 31 
March 2022, the following sample of CAR 2021 questionnaires, comprising a total of 
44 City Officers’ responses, were selected for an external validation review by Macri 
Partners: 

 Commercial Enterprises by Local Governments 2021

 Delegation of Power/Duty 2021

 Disposal of Property 2021

 Elections 2021

 Integrated Planning and Reporting 2021

 Local Government Employees 2021

 Official Conduct 2021

 Optional Questions 2021.

By comparison, in March 2021, a total of 54 City Officers’ responses to the CAR 
2020 questionnaires were submitted for external validation: 

 Finance 2020

 Disclosure of Interest 2020

 Tenders for Providing Goods and Services 2020.

Macri Partner’s audit methodology for the CAR 2021 entailed the following audit 
procedures: 

1. Review of the responses provided by City Officers to the questions in the above
areas of the CAR 2021

2. Face to face interviews with the officers responsible for the completion of the
relevant areas of the CAR 2021

3. Audit verification of the documentation referred to in the City officers’ responses
to the questions in the CAR 2021

4. Provision of Independent Auditor’s Report on the part validation of the CAR
2021.

Based on the audit methodology employed, Macri Partners confirmed that the City’s 
responses to the questions in the audited sections of the CAR 2021 are correct.  

The selected questionnaires audited were a representative sample of the total CAR 
2021 responses by City Officers.    
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Following its adoption by Council, and pursuant to Regulations 14 and 15 of the 
Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996, the City will submit the following 
documents by 31 March 2022: 

 City of Cockburn CAR 2021 Certified Copy of Return for the period 1 January
2021 to 31 December 2021, signed by the Mayor and Chief Executive Officer. 
The CAR 2021 indicates a conformity rating of 100% for the year  

 City of Cockburn CAR 2021 Independent Auditor's Report from Macri Partners as
the external independent validation of the CAR 2021 

 Copy of the relevant section of the Council Minutes, confirming Council’s
adoption of the CAR 2021. 

Strategic Plans/Policy Implications 

Leading and Listening 
Deliver sustainable governance through transparent and robust policy and 
processes. 

Budget/Financial Implications 

N/A 

Legal Implications 

Regulations 14 and 15 of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 refer. 

Community Consultation 

N/A 

Risk Management Implications 

Failure to adopt the recommendation will result in non-compliance with meeting the 
31 March 2022 deadline for the CAR statutory reporting requirements to the 
regulator, the DLGSC. 

Advice to Proponents/Submitters 

N/A 

Implications of Section 3.18(3) Local Government Act 1995 

Ni 
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15.2 Terms of Reference - Audit, Risk and Compliance Committee 

Author Emma Milne 

Attachments 1. DRAFT - Terms of Reference - Audit, Risk and Compliance
Committee ⇩

RECOMMENDATION 
The Committee recommend that Council: 

(1) RECEIVES this report;

(2) REVIEWS the Draft – Terms of Reference – Audit, Risk and Compliance
Committee; and

(3) RECOMMENDS a Final Terms of Reference to Council.

Background 

The Governance Review Steering Committee (GRSC) conducted a meeting on 23 
February 2022. The primary theme for the Meeting was to review the Council’s 
Committee Meeting Structure.  

The Committee recommendations made at the Meeting will be presented for 
consideration and endorsement as the decisions of Council on the 10 March 2022. 

The Committee has made recommendations along the following lines: 

1. To disband the current five (5) Standing Committees established under the
Local Government Act 1995 (Act) and establish four (4) new Standing
Committees to undertake the functions of the previous Committees, plus
incorporate other new key responsibilities.

2. Refer the Draft Terms of Reference (TOR) for each of the new Committees to
the inaugural Meeting of each Committee for consideration, recommending
changes to those proposed, including scheduling and commencement time of
all Committees.

Submission 

N/A 

Report 

Pursuant to Part 5, Division 2, s. 5.8 of the Act and Part 7, Division 1A, s. 7.1A of the 
Act, this report presents the Draft Terms of Reference for the newly named Audit, 
Risk and Compliance (ARC) Committee. 
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Objectives and Duties are as follows: 

1. External financial audit reporting

2. The examination of an Annual Financial Audit Report received and follow up of
any matters raised in the Report and subsequent management letter, to
ensure appropriate action is taken in respect of those matters

3. Vetting and responding to Office of the Auditor General (OAG) Local
Government performance audits, whether the City is directly involved or not

4. Compliance with the Council functions under Part 6 of the Local government
act 1995 (the Act) in relation to the City`s financial management

5. Compliance with the Council functions under Part 7 of the Act in relation to
Audit requirements

6. An appropriate internal audit program endorsed by Council

7. The review of the CEO`s Report provided under:

a. Regulation 17 (3) of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996, and
b. Regulation 5 (2) (c) of the Local Government (Financial Management)

Regulations 1996

8. Compliance with Regulation 17 of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations
1996 in relation to:

a. Risk management
b. Internal control and
c. Legislative compliance

and to review the appropriateness and effectiveness of the systems and 
procedures in relation to these matters on a triennial basis every three (3) 
financial years 

9. Effective communication between the external auditor, internal auditor,
administration (management) and the Council

10. Effective management of financial and other risks to the City through a
comprehensive risk management framework,

11. The protection of City assets, and

12. Review of the annual Compliance Audit Return required under Regulation 14
of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996

Strategic Plans/Policy Implications 

Listening & Leading 
A community focused, sustainable, accountable and progressive organisation. 
• Best practice Governance, partnerships and value for money.
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Budget/Financial Implications 

N/A 

Legal Implications 

Sections 5.11 (1) (c), 5.8 and 5.10 (1) of the Local Government Act 1995 refers in 
relation to the disbanding of the current Committee, establishment of proposed new 
Committee and appointment of membership to the proposed new Committee. 

Community Consultation 

N/A 

Risk Management Implications 

There is a “Low” level of “Brand / Reputation” and “Compliance” risk associated with 
this item. 

Advice to Proponent(s)/Submitters 

N/A  

Implications of Section 3.18(3) Local Government Act 1995 

Nil 
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15.3 Audit, Risk and Compliance Committee - Annual Calendar of Business 

Author(s) Emma Milne 

Attachments 1. ARC - Annual Calendar of Business ⇩

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council: 

(1) NOTES the Officer’s report; and

(2) ACCEPTS the proposed Meeting Outline for 2022.

Background 

Following the disbanding of the former Audit and Strategic Finance Committee the 
Audit, Risk and Compliance (ARC) Committee was formally appointed by Council at 
the Ordinary Meeting of Council on 10 March 2022. 

As this is a newly formed Committee, the Annual Calendar of Business is presented 
for review and agreement. 

Submission 

N/A 

Report 

In order to assist with effect planning and preparation for the operations of the 
Committee it is recommended the Committee adopt a calendar of activities.  

An Annual Calendar of events has been attached. 

The calendar is indicative, in that additional matters may be raised and also orders 
may amend to reflect priority areas or changes from external drivers.  

Strategic Plans/Policy Implications 

Listening & Leading 
A community focused, sustainable, accountable, and progressive organisation. 
• Best practice Governance, partnerships and value for money.

Budget/Financial Implications 

N/A 
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Legal Implications 

Compliance with the Council functions under Part 6 of the Local government act 
1995 (the Act) in relation to the City`s financial management; Part 7 of the Act in 
relation to Audit requirements; Regulation 17 (3) and Regulation 14 of the Local 
Government (Audit) regulations 1996 and Regulation 5 (2) (c) of the Local 
Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996. 

Community Consultation 

N/A 

Risk Management Implications 

There is a “Low” level of “Brand / Reputation” and “Compliance” risk associated with 
the implementation of this item. 

Advice to Proponent(s)/Submitters 

N/A 

Implications of Section 3.18(3) Local Government Act 1995 

Nil 
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16. Corporate Affairs

Nil

17. Office of the CEO

Nil

18. Motions of Which Previous Notice Has Been Given

Nil

19. Notices Of Motion Given At The Meeting For Consideration At
Next Meeting

20. New Business of an Urgent Nature Introduced by Members or
Officers

21. Matters to be Noted for Investigation, Without Debate

Nil

22. Confidential Business

Nil

23. Closure of Meeting
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