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CITY OF COCKBURN 

MINUTES OF SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON THURSDAY, 25 MARCH 2021 AT 6:30PM 

PRESENT 

ELECTED MEMBERS 

Mr L Howlett - Mayor (Presiding Member)
Ms L Kirkwood - Deputy Mayor
Mr K Allen - Councillor
Mr M Separovich - Councillor
Ms P Corke - Councillor
Ms L Smith - Councillor
Dr C Terblanche - Councillor
Mr P Eva - Councillor
Ms C Stone - Councillor
Mr T Widenbar - Councillor

IN ATTENDANCE 

Mr T Brun - Chief Executive Officer
Mr D Arndt - Director, Planning and Development
Mr D Green - Director Governance and Community Services
Mr S Downing - Director Finance and Corporate Services
Mrs G Bowman - Executive Manager Strategy and Governance
Mr A Lees - Acting Director Engineering and Works
Mr J Fiori - Risk and Governance Advisor
Ms B Pinto - Governance Officer
Mrs S D'Agnone - Council Minute Officer

1. DECLARATION OF MEETING

The Presiding Member declared the meeting open at 6.30pm.

“Kaya, Wanju Wadjuk Budjar” which means “Hello, Welcome to Wadjuk Land”

Mayor Howlett acknowledged the Nyungar People who are the traditional 
custodians of the land on which the meeting is being held and pay respect to 
the Elders of the Nyungar Nation, both past and present and extend that 
respect to Indigenous Australians who are with us tonight, either in person or 
viewing online.
Mayor Howlett advised that, given the COVID-19 pandemic is still with us, 
there continues to be a need for physical distancing and the following of 
hygiene requirements. Accordingly, seating in the Council Chamber and the 
public gallery has been set out to ensure physical distancing requirements are 
met. Please follow the physical distancing requirements during the meeting and 
when leaving the meeting.
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Mayor Howlett advised the meeting would be electronically recorded and live 
streamed on the City’s website, except where Council resolves to go behind 
closed doors.  All recordings are retained in accordance with the General 
Disposal Authority for Local Government Records produced by the State 
Records Office. 

A copy of the recorded proceedings of the whole Council meeting will be 
available on the website, within two business days of the Council meeting. 
Images of the public gallery are not included in the webcast, however the 
voices of people will be captured and streamed. Everyone present should be 
mindful of their conduct during the recorded meeting.

Live streaming is a Council initiative aimed at increasing the City’s 
transparency and openness, as well as making Council meetings more 
accessible to our community and those beyond.  

Elected Members will again be voting on agenda items by using an electronic 
voting system that will display the vote of each member and allow them to be 
recorded in the minutes of each meeting.

2. APPOINTMENT OF PRESIDING MEMBER (IF REQUIRED)

Nil

3. DISCLAIMER (TO BE READ ALOUD BY PRESIDING MEMBER)

Members of the public, who attend Council Meetings, should not act
immediately on anything they hear at the Meetings, without first seeking
clarification of Council's position. Persons are advised to wait for written
advice from the Council prior to taking action on any matter that they may
have before Council.

4. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT OF WRITTEN
DECLARATIONS OF FINANCIAL INTERESTS AND CONFLICT
OF INTEREST (BY PRESIDING MEMBER)

Nil

5. APOLOGIES & LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Nil
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6. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Nil  

7. DEPUTATIONS  

  Nil 

8. DECLARATION BY MEMBERS WHO HAVE NOT GIVEN DUE 
CONSIDERATION TO MATTERS CONTAINED IN THE 
BUSINESS PAPER PRESENTED BEFORE THE MEETING 

Nil   

9. PURPOSE OF MEETING 

The purpose of the meeting is to adopt the Compliance Audit Return (CAR) for 
the period 1 January to 31 December 2020, in time for it to be adopted by 
Council and forwarded to the Department of Local Government by the 
statutory timeframe of 31 March 2021, as required by Regulations 14 and 15 
of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 (as amended). 
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10. COUNCIL MATTERS 
  

10.1 (2021/MINUTE NO 0036) MINUTES OF AUDIT AND STRATEGIC 

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING - 18 MARCH 2021 

 Author(s) J Fiori  

 Attachment 1. Minutes of Audit and Strategic Finance 
Committee Meeting - 18 March 2021    

   

 RECOMMENDATION 
That Council: 

(1) RECEIVE the Minutes of the Audit and Strategic Finance 
Committee Meeting held on Thursday, 18 March 2021; and 
 

(2) ADOPT the recommendations contained therein.  

  

 COUNCIL DECISION 
MOVED Cr P Corke SECONDED Cr K Allen 

That the recommendation be adopted. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 10/0 

     

 

Background 

The Audit and Strategic Finance Committee conducted a meeting on 18 
March 2021. The Minutes of the meeting are required to be presented. 

Submission 

N/A 

Report 

The Committee recommendations are now presented for consideration 
by Council, and if accepted, are endorsed as the decisions of Council.  

Any Elected Member may withdraw any item from the Committee 
meeting for discussion and propose an alternative recommendation for 
Council’s consideration. Any such items will be dealt with separately, as 
provided for in Council’s Standing Orders. 

The primary focus of this meeting was to present to the Audit and 
Strategic Finance Committee, for the Committee’s review, the 
completed Compliance Audit Return (CAR) 2020, in accordance with 
regulation 14(3) of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 (the 
Regulations), together with an independent validation of this CAR. The 
result of that review is now reported to Council for adoption. 

Following adoption by Council, a certified copy of the CAR, signed by 
both the Mayor and the Chief Executive Officer, along with a copy of the 
relevant section of the Council Minutes, is submitted to the Director 
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General, Department of Local Government, Sports and Cultural 
Industries (DLGSC) in accordance with regulations 14 and 15 of the 
Regulations by 31 March 2021. 

Strategic Plans/Policy Implications 

Listening and Leading 

A community focused, sustainable, accountable and progressive 
organisation. 

• Ensure good governance through transparent and accountable, 
planning, processes, reporting, policy and decision making. 

Budget/Financial Implications 

N/A 

Legal Implications 

Regulations 14 and 15 of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 
1995 refer. 

Community Consultation 

N/A 

Risk Management Implications 

Failure to adopt the recommendation will result in non-compliance with 
meeting the 31 March 2020 deadline for the CAR statutory reporting 
requirements to the regulator DLGSC. 

Advice to Proponent/Submissioner 

N/A 

Implications of Section 3.18(3) Local Government Act 1995 

Nil 
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CITY OF COCKBURN 

MINUTES OF AUDIT AND STRATEGIC  
FINANCE COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY, 18 MARCH 2021 

PRESENT 

ELECTED MEMBERS 

Mr K Allen  -  Councillor 
Mr L Howlett  -  Mayor 
Ms P Corke  -  Councillor 
Mr M Separovich  -  Councillor 
Ms C Stone  -  Councillor 
Mr T Widenbar (arr 6.04pm)  -  Councillor  
Mr G Geen  -  Independent Member 

IN ATTENDANCE 

Mr T Brun  -  Chief Executive Officer 
Mr D Arndt  - Director Planning and Development 
Mr S Downing  -  Director Finance and Corporate Services 
Mr D Green  -  Director Governance and Community Services 
Mrs G Bowman  -  Executive Manager Strategy and Governance 
Mr A Lees  -  Acting Director Engineering and Works 
Mr N Mauricio  - Manager Financial Services 
Mr J Fiori  -  Risk and Governance Advisor 
Mrs B Pinto  -  Governance Officer 
Mrs S D'Agnone  -  Council Minute Officer  

1. DECLARATION OF MEETING 

The Presiding Member declared the meeting open at 6:00pm. 

“Kaya, Wanju Wadjuk Budjar” which means “Hello, Welcome to Wadjuk Land” 

The Presiding Member acknowledged the Nyungar People who are the 
traditional custodians of the land on which the meeting is being held and pay 
respect to the Elders of the Nyungar Nation, both past and present and extend 
that respect to Indigenous Australians who are with us tonight. 

2. APPOINTMENT OF PRESIDING MEMBER (If required) 

N/A 

3. DISCLAIMER (Read aloud by Presiding Member) 

Members of the public, who attend Council Meetings, should not act 
immediately on anything they hear at the Meetings, without first seeking 
clarification of Council's position. Persons are advised to wait for written 
advice from the Council prior to taking action on any matter that they may 
have before Council. 
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4. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT OF WRITTEN 
DECLARATIONS OF FINANCIAL INTERESTS AND CONFLICT 
OF INTEREST (by Presiding Member) 

Nil 

5. APOLOGIES  AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Dr C Terblanche - Councillor 

6. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Nil   

7. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

7.1 (2021/MINUTE NO 0001) MINUTES OF THE AUDIT AND 

STRATEGIC FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING - 19/11/2020 
  

 RECOMMENDATION 
That Committee confirms the Minutes of the Audit & Strategic Finance 
Committee Meeting held on Thursday, 19 November 2020 as a true 
and accurate record. 

  

 COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 
MOVED Cr C Stone SECONDED Cr P Corke 

That the recommendation be adopted. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 6/0 

 
 

7.2 (2021/MINUTE NO 0002) MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL AUDIT 

AND STRATEGIC FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING - 26/11/2020 
  

 RECOMMENDATION 
That Committee confirms the Minutes of the Special  Audit and 
Strategic Finance Committee Meeting held on Thursday, 26 November 
2020 as a true and accurate record. 

  

 COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 
MOVED Cr P Corke SECONDED Cr C Stone 

That the recommendation be adopted. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 6/0 
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8. DEPUTATIONS 

  Nil 

9. BUSINESS LEFT OVER FROM PREVIOUS MEETING (IF 
ADJOURNED) 

Nil  

10. DECLARATION BY MEMBERS WHO HAVE NOT GIVEN DUE 
CONSIDERATION TO MATTERS CONTAINED IN THE 
BUSINESS PAPER PRESENTED BEFORE THE MEETING 

Nil   
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11. COUNCIL MATTERS 

 

11.1 (2021/MINUTE NO 0003) LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 

COMPLIANCE AUDIT RETURN 2020 

 Author J Fiori  

 Attachments 1. Completed Compliance Audit Return 2020   
2. Macri Partners Independent Auditor's Report - 

Validation of CAR 2020 Responses    
   

 RECOMMENDATION 
That the Committee: 

(1) ADOPT the Local Government Compliance Audit Return (CAR 
2020) for the period 1 January 2020 to 31 December 2020, as 
attached to the Agenda, for adoption by Council; and 

(2) RECEIVE the Macri Partners Independent Auditor’s Report as the 
external validation review of the CAR 2020 comprising Disclosure 
of Interest, Finance and Tenders for Providing Goods and 
Services.  

6.04pm   Cr Widenbar entered the meeting. 

 COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 
MOVED Cr M Separovich SECONDED Cr C Stone 

That the recommendation be adopted. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7/0 

     
 

 

Background 

Pursuant to Regulations 14 and 15 of the Local Government (Audit) 
Regulations 1996, completion of the Local Government Compliance 
Audit Return (CAR) has been mandatory for all local governments in 
Western Australia since 2000. 

At the Audit and Strategic Finance (A&SF) Committee meeting on 16 
July 2020, in response to Public Question #13, the City of Cockburn 
(the City) committed to submit the CAR 2020 to an external validation 
review before reporting to the A&SF Committee on 18 March 2021. 

Submission 

N/A 

Report 

Pursuant to Regulation 14(3A) of the Local Government (Audit) 
Regulations 1996 the CAR 2020 is to be presented to, and reviewed 
by, a meeting of the A&SF Committee, and the result of that review 
reported to a meeting of Council for adoption.  
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Attachment 1 represents the CAR 2020 completed by City Officers to 
be reviewed by the A&SF Committee.  

Attachment 2 represents the Macri Partners Independent Auditor’s 
Report validating the CAR 2020 City Officers’ answers to 
questionnaires.  

Due to time constraints for submission of the CAR 2020 to the A&SF 
Committee and Ordinary Council Meeting for adoption, before 
submitting to the Director General, Department of Local Government, 
Sports and Cultural Industries (DLGSC) by 31 March 2021, the 
following sample of CAR 2020 questionnaires were selected for an 
external validation review by Macri Partners: 

• Disclosure of Interest 
• Finance 
• Tenders of Providing Goods and Services 

Macri Partner’s audit methodology entailed the following audit 
procedures: 

(i) review of the responses provided by City Officers to the questions 
in the above areas of the CAR 2020. 

(ii) interviews with the officers responsible for the completion of the 
relevant areas of the CAR 2020; 

(iii) audit verification of the documentation referred to in the City 
officers’ responses to the questions in the CAR 2020; and  

(iv) provision of Independent Auditor’s Report on the part validation of 
the CAR 2020.  

Based on the audit methodology employed, Macri Partners confirmed 
that the City’s responses to the questions in the audited sections of the 
CAR 2020 are correct.  

The selected questionnaires audited were a representative sample of 
the total CAR 2020 responses by City Officers, and it can be confidently 
inferred that the remaining answers to the other CAR 2020 
questionnaires are also correct.    

Following its adoption by Council, and pursuant to Regulations 14 and 
15 of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996, the City’s 
Governance and Risk Services will submit to the DLGSC’s Smart Hub 
file upload facility by 31 March 2021 the following documents: 

 Certified copy of the CAR 2020, signed by the Mayor and Chief 
Executive Officer. The CAR 2020 indicates a conformity rating of 
99% for the year; and 

 Copy of the relevant section of the Council Minutes, confirming 
Council’s adoption of the CAR 2020. 
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Strategic Plans/Policy Implications 

Leading and Listening 

Deliver sustainable governance through transparent and robust policy 
and processes. 

Budget/Financial Implications 

N/A 

Legal Implications 

Regulations 14 and 15 of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 
1996 refer. 

Community Consultation 

N/A 

Risk Management Implications 

Failure to adopt the recommendation will result in non-compliance with 
meeting the 31 March 2021 deadline for the CAR statutory reporting 
requirements to the regulator, the DLGSC. 

Advice to proponents/submitters 

N/A 

Implications of Section 3.18(3) Local Government Act 1995 

Ni 
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12. PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION ISSUES 

Nil  

13. FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES DIVISION ISSUES 

Nil  

14. ENGINEERING AND WORKS DIVISION ISSUES 

Nil  

15. COMMUNITY SERVICES DIVISION ISSUES 

Nil  

16. EXECUTIVE DIVISION ISSUES 

Nil  

17. MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN 

Nil  

18. NOTICES OF MOTION GIVEN AT THE MEETING FOR 
CONSIDERATION AT NEXT MEETING 

Nil  

19. NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY 
MEMBERS OR OFFICERS 

Nil  

20. MATTERS TO BE NOTED FOR INVESTIGATION, WITHOUT 
DEBATE  

Nil  

21. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

Nil    

22. CLOSURE OF MEETING  

The meeting closed at 6.07pm. 
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11. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

Nil  

12. RESOLUTION OF COMPLIANCE 

  

 
(2021/MINUTE NO 0037) RECOMMENDATION 

That Council is satisfied that resolutions carried at this Meeting and 
applicable to items concerning Council provided services and facilities, are:- 

 
(1) integrated and co-ordinated, so far as practicable, with any provided by 

the Commonwealth, the State or any public body; 
 

(2) not duplicated, to an extent Council considers inappropriate, services or 
facilities as provided by the Commonwealth, the State or any other 
body or person, whether public or private; and 
 

(3) managed efficiently and effectively. 
 

  

 COUNCIL DECISION 
MOVED Cr P Corke SECONDED Cr M Separovich 

That the recommendation be adopted. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 10/0 

 

13. CLOSURE OF MEETING 

The meeting closed at 6.35pm. 
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