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CITY OF COCKBURN 

AGENDA TO BE PRESENTED TO THE AUDIT AND 
STRATEGIC FINANCE COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY, 18 MARCH 2021 AT 6.00PM 

1. DECLARATION OF MEETING 

 

2. APPOINTMENT OF PRESIDING MEMBER (IF REQUIRED) 

 

3. DISCLAIMER (TO BE READ ALOUD BY PRESIDING MEMBER) 

Members of the public, who attend Council Meetings, should not act 
immediately on anything they hear at the Meetings, without first seeking 
clarification of Council's position. Persons are advised to wait for written 
advice from the Council prior to taking action on any matter that they may 
have before Council. 

4. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT OF WRITTEN 
DECLARATIONS OF FINANCIAL INTERESTS AND CONFLICT 
OF INTEREST (BY PRESIDING MEMBER) 

 

5. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

 

6. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
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7. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

7.1 MINUTES OF THE AUDIT & STRATEGIC FINANCE COMMITTEE 
MEETING - 19/11/2020 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Committee confirms the Minutes of the Audit & Strategic Finance 
Committee Meeting held on Thursday, 19 November 2020 as a true and 
accurate record. 
 

 

7.2 MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL AUDIT & STRATEGIC FINANCE 
COMMITTEE MEETING - 26/11/2020 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Committee confirms the Minutes of the Special  Audit & Strategic 
Finance Committee Meeting held on Thursday, 26 November 2020 as a 
true and accurate record. 
 

  

8. DEPUTATIONS 

 

9. BUSINESS LEFT OVER FROM PREVIOUS MEETING (IF 
ADJOURNED) 

Nil  

10. DECLARATION BY MEMBERS WHO HAVE NOT GIVEN DUE 
CONSIDERATION TO MATTERS CONTAINED IN THE 
BUSINESS PAPER PRESENTED BEFORE THE MEETING 
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11. COUNCIL MATTERS 

11.1 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT COMPLIANCE AUDIT RETURN 2020 

 

 Author(s) J Fiori  

 Attachments 1. Completed Compliance Audit Return 2020 ⇩   
2. Macri Partners Independent Auditor's Report - 

Validation of CAR 2020 Responses ⇩    
     

 

RECOMMENDATION 
That the Committee: 

(1) ADOPT the Local Government Compliance Audit Return (CAR 
2020) for the period 1 January 2020 to 31 December 2020, as 
attached to the Agenda, for adoption by Council; and 

 

(2) RECEIVE the Macri Partners Independent Auditor’s Report as the 
external validation review of the CAR 2020 comprising Disclosure 
of Interest, Finance and Tenders for Providing Goods and 
Services.  

 

Background 

Pursuant to Regulations 14 and 15 of the Local Government (Audit) 
Regulations 1996, completion of the Local Government Compliance 
Audit Return (CAR) has been mandatory for all local governments in 
Western Australia since 2000. 

At the Audit and Strategic Finance (A&SF) Committee meeting on 16 
July 2020, in response to Public Question #13, the City of Cockburn 
(the City) committed to submit the CAR 2020 to an external validation 
review before reporting to the A&SF Committee on 18 March 2021. 

Submission 

N/A 

Report 

Pursuant to Regulation 14(3A) of the Local Government (Audit) 
Regulations 1996 the CAR 2020 is to be presented to, and reviewed 
by, a meeting of the A&SF Committee, and the result of that review 
reported to a meeting of Council for adoption.  

Attachment 1 represents the CAR 2020 completed by City Officers to 
be reviewed by the A&SF Committee.  

Attachment 2 represents the Macri Partners Independent Auditor’s 
Report validating the CAR 2020 City Officers’ answers to 
questionnaires.  
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Due to time constraints for submission of the CAR 2020 to the A&SF 
Committee and Ordinary Council Meeting for adoption, before 
submitting to the Director General, Department of Local Government, 
Sports and Cultural Industries (DLGSC) by 31 March 2021, the 
following sample of CAR 2020 questionnaires were selected for an 
external validation review by Macri Partners: 

• Disclosure of Interest 
• Finance 
• Tenders of Providing Goods and Services 

Macri Partner’s audit methodology entailed the following audit 
procedures: 

(i) review of the responses provided by City Officers to the questions 
in the above areas of the CAR 2020. 

(ii) interviews with the officers responsible for the completion of the 
relevant areas of the CAR 2020; 

(iii) audit verification of the documentation referred to in the City 
officers’ responses to the questions in the CAR 2020; and  

(iv) provision of Independent Auditor’s Report on the part validation of 
the CAR 2020.  

Based on the audit methodology employed, Macri Partners confirmed 
that the City’s responses to the questions in the audited sections of the 
CAR 2020 are correct.  

The selected questionnaires audited were a representative sample of 
the total CAR 2020 responses by City Officers, and it can be confidently 
inferred that the remaining answers to the other CAR 2020 
questionnaires are also correct.    

Following its adoption by Council, and pursuant to Regulations 14 and 
15 of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996, the City’s 
Governance and Risk Services will submit to the DLGSC’s Smart Hub 
file upload facility by 31 March 2021 the following documents: 

 Certified copy of the CAR 2020, signed by the Mayor and Chief 
Executive Officer. The CAR 2020 indicates a conformity rating of 
99% for the year; and 

 Copy of the relevant section of the Council Minutes, confirming 
Council’s adoption of the CAR 2020. 

 

Strategic Plans/Policy Implications 

Listening and Leading 

A community focused, sustrainable and progressive organisation. 

Budget/Financial Implications 

N/A 
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Legal Implications 

Regulations 14 and 15 of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 
1996 refer. 

Community Consultation 

N/A 

Risk Management Implications 

Failure to adopt the recommendation will result in non-compliance with 
meeting the 31 March 2021 deadline for the CAR statutory reporting 
requirements to the regulator, the DLGSC. 

Advice to Proponents/Submitters 

N/A 

Implications of Section 3.18(3) Local Government Act 1995 

Nil 
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12. PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DIVISION ISSUES 

Nil  

13. FINANCE & CORPORATE SERVICES DIVISION ISSUES 

Nil  

14. ENGINEERING & WORKS DIVISION ISSUES 

Nil  

15. COMMUNITY SERVICES DIVISION ISSUES 

Nil  

16. EXECUTIVE DIVISION ISSUES 

Nil  

17. MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN 

Nil  

18. NOTICES OF MOTION GIVEN AT THE MEETING FOR 
CONSIDERATION AT NEXT MEETING 

  

19. NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY 
MEMBERS OR OFFICERS 

 

20. MATTERS TO BE NOTED FOR INVESTIGATION, WITHOUT 
DEBATE 

Nil  

21. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

Nil  

22. CLOSURE OF MEETING 
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